Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 LISBON 04907 261720Z 

46 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AF-06 SAM-01 OPIC-03 10-10 SAJ-01 

ACDA-05 EURE-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 OMB-01 TRSE-00 

EB-07 CIEP-01 /088W 

083023 

P 261416Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3939 
INFO USIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LISBON 4907 

USIA FOR TFU/MCI. AUGHT .IN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOPN, PINT. PO 

SUBJECT: FURTHER ON PRESS UNREST. ATTEMPTS AT GOVERNMENT CONTROL 
REF: LISBON (A) 3737, (B) 4464. (C) 4569 

SUMMARY: LATEST MOVE IN GOP EFFORTS TO KEEP PRESS "IN LINE" 

THROUGH PROPOSED AFM PLAN OF ACTION CAME IN MINISTRY OF SOCIAL 
COMMUNICATION NOTE WHICH REITERATES VIEWPOINT THAT TOO MANY 
NEWSPAPERS ARE BEING PUBLISHED, AT TOO LARGE A BUDGETARY DEFICIT. 
END SUMMARY. 
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1. A MINISTRY OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION NOTE, PUBLISHED IN SOME 
AUG. 25 NEWSPAPERS, RESPONDS TO A MOTION APPROVED AT A RECENT 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING OF THE JOURNALISTS' SYNDICATE IN WHICH 

THE NEWSMEN OPPOSED PROPOSED REDUCTION OF THE NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS, 
AN INCREASE IN THEIR WORK SCHEDULE HOURS, AND A NEW PRESS LAW. 

2. STRONGEST POINT IN LATEST NOTE IS THAT PUBLICATION OF 
DEFICIT-BUDGET STATE-OWNED NEWSPAPERS NOW IS COSTING A TOTAL 
OF 42,000,000 ESCUDOS (APPROXIMATELY U.S. $1,600,000) PER MONTH. 

DOCUMENT STATES, "THE MINISTRY OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS BELIEVES 
THAT THERE IS AN EXCESSIVE NUMBER OF NEWSPAPERS IN THIS COUNTRY 
AND THAT IT IS BECOMING URGENT TO CORRECT THIS SITUATION." 

3. DOCUMENT ALSO ALLUDES TO "CERTAIN JOURNALISTS" WHO EARN 
MORE MONEY THAN CABINET MINISTERS BECAUSE THE NEWSMEN HAVE 
SEVERAL JOBS, RECEIVE OVERTIME PAYMENT AND "BUSINESS EXPENSE" 
ACCOUNTS. 

4. MINISTRY DOCUMENT CHIDES THOSE JOURNALISTS "WHO CONTINUE 
TO IGNORE THE REAL PROBLEMS FOR WHICH THEIR HELP IN FINDING 
SOLUTIONS WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIREBLE...." 

5. COMMENT: CONTINUED GOP PRESSURE FOR A REDUCTION IN NUMBER 
OF NEWSPAPERS REFLECTS STRONG BELIEF BY SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS 
MINISTER JESUINO THAT THERE INDEED ARE TOO MANY PAPERS. AND, 

MORE IMPORTANTLY, IT REPRESENTS A SORT OF CONSTANT BLACKMAIL 
TO EDITORS AND WRITERS-AS IT IS EVIDENT THAT THE FIRST 

PAPERS TO BE AXED WILL BE THOSE WHICH TAKE THE MOST INDEPENDENT 
OR OPPOSITIONIST LINES ON THE REGIME'S POLICIES. 
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